In 1972, Ngugi wa Thiong'o published "On the Abolition of the English Department. " It inspired postcolonial students of English to rethink the practices of our discipline before Edward Said popularized attention to the geopolitics of the disciplines in Orientalism (1978). Ngugi offered a choice between an additive model of literary study centred on perpetuating the myths of empire and one that re-conceptualized curriculum from the ground up, starting from the place where readers are located and working outward toward the world and backward through history from there. For Canadians, Ngugi's challenge meant addressing the complicity of the disciplines in promoting Canadian settler colonialism in ways now being revisited through the challenge issued by the 2015 Final Report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada. In suggesting that Kenyans begin with the situatedness of their local condition and languages, Ngugi's call is linked to feminist and decolonizing initiatives around the globe.
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Feminism
When I wrote my PhD field exams in Modernism, there were only two women writers on the list: Virginia Woolf and Gertrude Stein. I think now of Woolf, whose relationship with her father was ambivalent. On the one hand, she was clearly his intellectual heir and she had free run of his extensive library. But he also denied her the formal education that was the birthright of her brothers. In a diary entry written twenty-four years after her father's death, Woolf speculates that, had he not died, "His life would entirely have ended mine. What would have happened? No writing; no books;-inconceivable. " I think of this when I think about what the last forty years of English Studies would have been like without the rise of second-wave feminism and its impact on the academy. Yes, women students would have had free access to the canon … but: no Djuna Barnes? no Dorothy Richardson? no Jean Rhys? no Nella Larsen? Inconceivable.
